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The Pilgrim’s Progress
(cont’d from page 1)
pilgrimages as well. A pilgrimage
is accomplished when we stop by
a chapel to visit our Eucharistic
Lord. In short, every time we
journey to a sacred place, even
our own parish church, we
become a pilgrim. Equally, on
every occasion that we lift up our
hearts in prayer to the Lord, we
become a sacred person on
pilgrimage to the ultimate holy
site: the eternal and heavenly
Jerusalem.
This October, thousands will
make spiritual and actual
pilgrimages in honor of St. Jude
Thaddeus to his sacred shrine at
St. Dominic’s Church in San
Francisco. A few of us will seek
the blessing with his relics, some
of us will attend the preaching
and Masses, some of us will walk
on October 26, in the annual great
procession across the city, many
will follow in prayer in their own
homes around the world. All of
us, though, in becoming sacred
pilgrims in honor of Christ and St.
Jude, will open our hearts to the
interior change offered by the gift
of God’s mercy.
This year our novena preacher
will be Fr. Lawrence Lew, a
Dominican Friar of our English
Province. He will speak of
“Providence and the Hallowing
of Time.” We pray for him as he
undertakes this sacred journey to
visit us and for the hearts of all
who will hear him. Above all, let
us honor Christ, the first pilgrim,
who left his home with the Father
to journey to find us. May we, at
every moment, undertake the

Novena Preacher:
Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P.

sacred pilgrimage to find Him.
Yours in Christ and St. Jude,

Very Rev. Vincent Kelber, OP
Director

Shrine fun “pilgrim” facts:
•

•

Number of pilgrims
and visitors to the
Shrine annually:
55,000
Where do they come
from?
From all over the US
and as far away as
Australia, Europe,
Asia and South
America.

,

St. Jude,
pray for us

(In this reflection Father Lew goes
on to tell the story of a couple who
had become Catholics after seeing
his photograph of a statue of the
Immaculate Conception in the main
church of the Jesuits in London, a
demonstration, he says, of the
grace of God working through
photographs.)
“My role, I believe, is to point out
Christ to others using these
photographs. Like Mary, I just want
to say: ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ “

Prayer to St. Jude
St. Jude, glorious apostle,
faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the name of the traitor
has caused you to be
forgotten by many. But the
Church honors and invokes
you universally as the patron
of difficult and desperate
cases. Pray for me who am
in need of God’s mercy.
Make use, I implore you, of
that particular privilege
accorded to you to bring
visible and speedy help where
help was almost despaired of.
Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive
the consolation and help of
heaven in all my necessities,
tribulations and sufferings,
particularly – (here make
your request) – and that I
may praise God with you and
all the elect throughout all
eternity. I promise you, O
blessed Jude, to be ever
mindful of this great favor.
I will honor you as my
special and powerful patron
and encourage devotion to
you. St. Jude, pray for us
and for all who honor and
invoke thy aid.
Amen.
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Fr. Lew was born into a
Protestant family in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, and attended
high school in Singapore, where
he converted to Catholicism. He
entered the Dominican novitiate
in Cambridge, England, in
September 2005 and was
ordained a priest in 2011.
Fr. Lew is a skilled photographer
whose photography is highly
regarded. His photos have been
featured in several international
newspapers and magazines, and
have helped many people meet
Christ on their journey of faith. It
was in 2000 that he became a
photographer, using his digital
camera as a tool to contemplate
the
world
around
him.
Accordingly, he is called a
“media missionary,” who uses
photography as a form of
preaching, contemplating the
beauty of God’s creation and then
sharing the result of that
contemplation - an echo of one of
the mottoes of the Dominican
Order.
Today Fr. Lew is stationed at the
English Dominican Province’s
Rosary Shrine in London, where
he is coordinator of their Internet
Apostolate.

….On Living in the Truth

“St. Dominic Establishes Second Order –
Dominican Friars.” Stained glass window
from St. Dominic’s Church in Washington,
D.C. Photo by Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P.

Reflections by Fr. Lew
We share with you here a few
excerpts from some of Fr. Lew’s
past reflections and homilies,
each attesting to his probing
heart and penetrating insight.
For those unable to attend the
Novena in person, his homilies
will be made available daily on
our website:
(www.stjude-shrine.org)

“Truth is universal. Christ is not
just deliverer of a particular people,
nor the redeemer restricted to a
limited time. Rather he is the
universal Savior, the Answer to the
deepest questions and longings of
the human heart. Hence to you and
me today, wherever we may be, he
asks the same question of us: ‘Who
do you say I am?’
No matter what happens to us now
in this life; no matter what terrors
assail us; no matter what mortal
pains and illnesses we might suffer
and endure in the transience of this
present world, the eternal truth of
who Jesus is stands firm. We
stand on the bedrock of that which
is revealed to Peter and vindicated
by the Resurrection: Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.
When asked by anyone, ‘Who do
you say that he is?’, let this be our
answer, both in word and in action.”

.…On Beauty and Contemplation
“Many things start with ‘looking’ at
our world. My goal is to invite
others to look and see the many
beautiful things in creation, whether
in nature, animals and plants,
buildings, or – most importantly, but
most difficult for a photographer –
in people and their relationship with
the rest of creation. It’s a gift and a
privilege if a photographer can help
reveal to another person the beauty
of who they are, how they are.”

(Cont’d on page 4)

(cont’d on page 4)
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Reflections

(cont’d from page 3)
….On the Three Peaks Challenge
“Each disciple is called to carry his
cross, and so, drawn by His grace
and beauty, to follow Christ up
Calvary [the third of the three
peaks, the others being Moriah
and Tabor]. This journey, which
involves sacrifice and wounds us,
leaving us vulnerable, is the
ultimate climb. It is, as some
mountaineers say, worthwhile
because we experience the reality
of being fully alive, and we
transcend our human limitations.
On this mountaintop we can see
God’s face and live because
charity has transformed us,
making us like Christ; through
charity we have become partakers
in Christ’s divine nature.
Moriah, Tabor, and Calvary – this
is our ‘Three Peaks Challenge’.
And this Christian adventure far
exceeds any other
mountaineering challenge this
world has to offer because, quite
simply, its reward is out of this
world!”

Hymn to St. Jude
Apostle of Jesus
A martyr-saint of old
The cousin of our Savior
Of whom they love hath told;
A writer of the scriptures
With tongue of fire aflame,
The Worker great of wonders,
In Jesus’ Holy Name,
The worker great of wonders
In Jesus’ holy name
St. Jude, tho oft forgotten
Thou shalt remembered be
We hail thee now in glory
And have recourse to thee;
For help for the despairing
When hopeless seems the task,
And from the Heart of Jesus,
Thru thee we favors ask,
And from the Heart of Jesus,
Thru thee we favors ask

.

How to Remember the Shrine in
Your Will
Bequests to the Shrine are free of
estate tax and can substantially
reduce the amount of your estate
claimed by the government. You
can simply include the following
words in your will: I give, devise,
and bequeath to the St. Jude Shrine,
2390 Bush Street, San Francisco,
CA 94115 (insert the $ amount being
given) to be used to support the
ministry of the St. Jude Shrine. A
bequest can be a specific dollar
amount, a specific piece of property,
a percentage of an estate, or all or
part of the residue of an estate. You
can also name the St. Jude Shrine as
a contingent beneficiary in the event
someone named in your will is no
longer living. We recommend that
you have an attorney help you in
drafting or amending your will or
estate plan.

Masses:
Sun: 11:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Mon – Sat: 8:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Rosary recited and
Confessions heard before
Mass
Blessing with the holy relic of
St. Jude after Mass
Send petitions to:
Very Rev. Vincent Kelber, OP
2390 Bush St
San Francisco, CA 94115

October 20 – 28, 2019
St. Dominic’s Church • 2390 Bush St • San Francisco

www.stjude-shrine.org
(415) 931-5919
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