The Friends of St. Jude

2390 Bush St., P.O. Box 15368 San Francisco, CA 94115-0368
(415) 931-5919 www.stjude-shrine.org
The Shrine of St. Jude is a ministry of hope that fosters devotion to St. Jude Thaddeus, “Patron of Difficult
Cases,” thereby bringing devotees to a deeper faith and closer relationship with Jesus Christ.

Now in our eighty-third year

Calendar of Events,
2018-2019:
St. Jude Novena
October 20 – 28
St. Jude Pilgrimage
October 27
Christmas Novena
December 25 – January 2 (2019)
Our Lady of Lourdes Novena
February 3 – 11
Easter Novena
April 21 – 29
Mother’s Day Novena
May 4 – 12
St. Peregrine Novena
June 1 – 9
Father’s Day Novena
June 8 – 16

St. Monica Novena, August 2018

Dear Friends of St. Jude:
Perhaps one of the saddest and
most consistent petitions we
receive at the Shrine of St. Jude is
neither for health nor for wealth,
but for a loved one, especially a
loved one that has wandered away
from the Faith, or fallen into the
vicious grip of an addiction or life
of crime.
And so we have decided to follow
in the footsteps of a special saintly
patron, St. Monica. In a bad
marriage, with a child who
wandered from the Faith, she
nevertheless persisted in charity
and prayer to try to win back her
family. At one point, she so
vexed her son Augustine, that he
made an excuse to get away from
her, and left her high and dry on a
dock, where she could only watch
as he sailed away.
What to do? St. Ambrose of
Milan, that holy bishop, gave her

two pieces of sage advice. First,
not to despair. “It is not possible
that the son of so many tears
should perish,” he consoled her.
In other words, God hears our
prayers, and even if we do not live
to see our loved ones return, still
our prayers bear fruit, somehow,
according to God’s will. Second,
he urged her at one point to,
“speak less to Augustine about
God and more to God about
Augustine.” Regardless of the
message, one must be ready to
receive it. To force the message
insistently on unwilling ears
might drive them further from the
Faith.
So for this inaugural novena to St.
Monica, which goes from August
19 – 27, we are going to take a
different, a two-fold tack. First,
we’ve invited Denise Bossert, a
nationally-known Catholic convert, speaker, and writer,
(Cont’d on page 2)

A Mother’s Love
Monica’s glory will endure through the ages above all because
she gave the great St. Augustine to the Church and the world.
But this gift was the fruit of a life replete with tears.
“The hand of St. Jude”; detail from the
statue at the Shrine; terra cotta; 1935

-Giovani Falbo, “St. Monica: the Power of a Mother’s Love,”
Pauline Books & Media, 2007

Novena Preacher:
Fr. Terence Crotty, OP
God’s call to discipleship is at
once universal and personal to
each of us. Through time it has
sparked responses in people
from every walk of life, be it
the fishermen in the Gospel
who dropped their nets to
follow Christ or today’s young
urban professional who left his
career path to do the same.

the bible a lot - a passion of
mine, I’m afraid - and during
the novena I will use St. Monica
and St. Augustine to lead us all
over the bumps and through the
turns of life to a renewed
relationship with God.”

(“Take up, read!”), whereupon
he picked up a copy of St. Paul’s
letters, and read Romans 13:1415, which served as the catalyst
for bringing our famous
prodigal son back home to the
Faith.

We can hardly think of a greater
source of spiritual nourishment
than the word of God mediated
through the heart and mind of an
inspired preacher like Fr.
Crotty. We look forward to our
nine days of grace together.

Fr. Terence Crotty, O.P.

So it was with our novena
preacher Fr. Terence Crotty,
O.P., who answered the call to
the priesthood whilst a dentist
in his native Ireland.
After ordination, Fr. Crotty
spent several years doing
further studies in Rome,
Jerusalem, and Fribourg,
Switzerland, with, he says,
“the bible as my special focus.”
Since 2012 he has been
involved in the formation of
students in Dublin and
elsewhere, teaching the bible
to them.
“When I preach I like to use

Mass times:
Sun: 11:30 am & 5:30 pm
Mon – Sat: 8:00 am & 5:30 pm

(Cont’d from page 1)
to present three talks on August
18, the day before the novena,
focusing on St. Monica and how
we can help our own families.
(See page 3.)
Our novena preacher Fr.
Terence Crotty, O.P. comes to
us all the way from Ireland.
Now,
St.
Augustine’s
breakthrough moment in his
conversion was when he heard
a small child’s voice cry out,
“Tolle, Lege! Tolle Lege!”

Sat., August 18, 2018
at 9:00 a.m.

Three talks
by
Denise Bossert:

St. Monica

Aug 19 – 27, 2018

St. Monica, troubled wife and
mother, many sorrows pierced
your heart during your lifetime.
Yet you never despaired or lost
faith. With confidence,
persistence and profound faith,
you prayed daily for the
conversion of your beloved
husband, Patricius, and your
beloved son, Augustine.

To the Great Assembly:
Call back the FallenAway and Lost

A day
of illumination
and inspiration

Novena in honor of
“In everything God works
for good with those who
love Him.”

Prayer to St. Monica

Used with permission of
Mr. Nicholas Haggin

It is appropriate therefore that
we have a preacher who focused
on Scripture in his studies, and
who will lead us through
Scripture, with St. Monica and
St. Augustine, to a renewed
relationship with God. After
all, as the old Roman saying
goes, “Nemo dat quod non
habet,” or more informally,
“You can’t give what you ain’t
got!” If we want our family to
find God, it behooves us to
strengthen ourselves in God as
well!
St. Monica, St. Augustine, St.
Jude pray for us, and for all our
loved ones, who call upon your
heavenly aid.
Yours in Christ and St. Jude,
(Insert Fr. Sayre’s signature
here)
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Conversion
Evangelization
Sanctification
and much, much more

Denise Bossert

Denise is a convert to the
Catholic Church. The daughter
of a Protestant minister, she
came to Catholicism in 2005
after reading books by Carmelite
saints. Her syndicated column
Catholic by Grace has been
published in 63 diocesan
newspapers. She has also written
for Catholic magazines and
appeared on EWTN’s popular
“Journey Home” and “Women
of Grace” programs. Her first
book “Gifts of the Visitation”
was published in 2015. Denise
was the editor of Liguori
Publications'
RCIA
program, Journey of Faith for
Adults, which was updated in
2017. She speaks on topics that
include
the
Immaculate
Conception,
the
visitation,
women in salvation history, and
overcoming
post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD).
You can find Denise online at:
denisebossert.com

Grant me that same fortitude,
patience and trust in the Lord.
Intercede for me, dear St.
Monica, for (here mention your
petition) and grant me the grace
to accept His will in all things,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever.
Amen.

St. Monica’s Canticle
(adapted from Psalm 40)
The Lord bent down and heard my
cry,
Drew the lost one out of the pit of
destruction, out of the mud of the
swamp,
Set his feet upon the rock,
And put a new song in his mouth,
A hymn of praise to our God.
So I said, Here I am;
To do your will is my delight,
I announced your deed to a great
assembly;
I did not restrain my lips;
Your loyal deliverance I have
proclaimed to the great assembly.
For the Kingdom
and the Power,
and the Glory.
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Four New Priests!
One of our student brothers said to me
recently, "Father, I know the Shrine helps
with our education. But we never hear how
much you guys help." I did a quick backof-the-envelope calculation, taking into
account the number of student brothers we
have in formation, and proudly, if
somewhat surprised, answered, "Wow, we
paid for the tuition costs for all the student
brothers this year!" It seems I need to
promote the Shrine a little more to my
fellow friars as well! Thank you – you
make me very proud of our humble
ministry!
I want to share with you part of the fruit of
your donations for the Shrine. These four
young men, eager and ready to preach the
Good News, were ordained June 22nd in our
beautiful church by our own newlyordained bishop, Bishop Robert Christian,
O.P., who had previously been their Student
Master! Please say a little prayer for these
young men -- God called them, but your
gifts helped put them at the altar!

St. Jude, Pray for Us!
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